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  "LIKE" US! 
  

 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

--- 

 
Old Fashioned 
Christmas 
At The Canal 
Saturday & Sunday, 
December 14 & 15 

 
Bring the whole family to enjoy 
some Christmas cheer at 
Canal Park! Artisans and 
crafters will sell their wares, 
and we'll have warm apple 
dumplings, music and lots to 
see! 

More info> 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Bicentennial Train Brings Crowds To Canal Park 
• Harvest Fest Closes Out Boat Season 
• Work Begins On Burrows Cabin 
• Save the Date for an Old-Fashioned Christmas 

 

The Gray Bridge Now Sits Over The 
Canal! 

 
The Gray Bridge sat across the canal, ready to moved from its birth 
in the lot across from Canal Park. First the heavy duty rigging had to 
be placed (the unpainted upright iron beams).  These points of lift for 
the assembled span were carefully planned and placed by the crane 
contractor. 
 
The original site for this 1913 iron ridge was over Big Walnut Creek 
in Putnam County near Greencastle. INDOT provided the means to 
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DON'T MISS THE 
APPLE DUMPLINGS! 

 
Now available for sale in the 
Canal Center are individual 
frozen apple 
dumplings.  Nearly two 
thousand were made by a 
crew of over a dozen 
volunteers. We'll serve these 
dumplings warm at the Old 
Fashioned Christmas in Canal 
Park on December 14-15...but 
you can get yours now!  

 

Our 2013 Boat Tour 
Season...By The 
Numbers 

 
 
4,358: Visitors to the 
Interpretive Museum 
between July 1 and end of 
season 
 
12: Average number of 
states represented by 
visitors each week 
 
48: Number of charter 
rides, with an estimated 
1,190 passengers 
 
42: Number of days with 
public rides  
  

release the 43 tons of metal in a carefully disassembled array to 
make up five semi trailer loads.  Most repairs and painting were done 
by our M-W-F crew over the last 18 months. 

 
For the first part of the move across the Canal two barges were used 
to place one end of the bridge. This allowed the span to be floated 
across and accommodate the crane’s shorter reach from the other 
side. This is the third metal bridge relocation and restoration to be 
completed by our M-W-F volunteers in the past 14 years.   

 
As the bridge approached the opposite side, a huge yellow crane 
sitting at the foundation site, was ready to lift the span into place. 
Funding for this BIG project came to the Canal Association from 
North Central Health Services (NCHS), a Wabash River Heritage 
Corridor grant, and many individual donors like you. Our budget was 
originally set at $175,000 and when these latter bills for the cranes, 
decking, railings and trail approaches are paid, the project will likely 



1,817:  Number of public 
riders 

  
  

3,007: total number of 
canal boat riders this past 
season 

 

 

HELP US CREATE 
THE TOTAL CANAL 
EXPERIENCE! 

 
Standing outside the Case 
House is Canal Board 
member Annadell Lamb.  She 
is a docent in this 1844 home 
made useable for the public by 
the Canal’s volunteers.  The 
home’s original owner was 
Reed Case the Canal 
Construction Superintendent 
when the waterway was 
constructed through 
here.  Later he became a 
prominent businessman and 
held interests in other forms of 
surface transportation such as 
plank roads and railroads. 
 
Find out more> 
 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 

finish within that amount. Thanks go to all who helped make this 
possible! 

 
Watching from the Canal Park side is retired iron worker Bill Schock 
and his daughter Julia Leahy. Many people watched with great 
interest on that long but satisfying work day in mid-October. The 
opposite side connects with the new site of the County Historical 
Society Museum in the old Stone Barn. Beyond that, the linkage to 
downtown will be via the Gateway Trail, to be constructed by the City 
of Delphi next year. 
 

 
As a fitting end to another great season, the last public cruises of the 
year found the Delphi passing under the Gray Bridge on October 
19th, only two days after the cranes set of the span! 

 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TheWabashErieCanalAs/d512504c49/026bac7e45/8ab626797c
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TheWabashErieCanalAs/d512504c49/026bac7e45/10d47daa5e


 

Your financial partnership 
restores and preserves a 
rare, important piece of 
early American history and 
provides hands-on learning 
opportunities for people of 
all ages. 
 

JOIN TODAY!> 

 

VOLUNTEER 

 

 
Some of our regular 
volunteers recently made 
repairs to our Guard Lock 
gates at the back of Canal 
Park. 
 
Come join us! We have 
many volunteer 
opportunities to suit your 
skills and time!  

Find out more>  
 

 

 

Bicentennial Train Boosts Attendance  

 
The Indiana Historical Society’s Bicentennial History Train was 
brought to the rail siding at the back of Canal Park in preparation for 
thousands of visitors from October 17-19. Cooperating with this 
event are the Society’s very capable staff and US Aggregates Stone 
Company’s sponsorship.   
 

 
Ascending the temporary stone ramp, school children came in 
droves to enjoy the educational experience. The three train cars 
were brought here by Indiana Railroad Company.  Indiana Historical 
Society personnel were matched with many local volunteers who 
made the experience come alive. 
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Inside the railcars are hundreds of old photographs telling the story 
of Indiana’s past and challenging visitors to think of Hoosierland’s 
future. 

Harvest Festival Adds Fun 
To Close of Boat Season 

 
On Saturday, October 19th, the large crowd that came to see the 
Bicentennial Train was also treated to Canal Park’s Harvest Festival. 
Thanks to the efforts of organizers Liz Irwin and Marlita Joseph, this 
too was a big success and it provided the biggest single day crowd 
ever for Canal Park. 



 
The Pioneer Village buildings were all open for the Harvest Festival. 
Here the restored 1838 Fouts House is an attraction for all ages with 
docent Beverly Seese as the homemaker. 

New Project: Burrows Log Home 

 
Not accustomed to handling mortar Judy Stirm and Mary Crary 
normally volunteer inside the Canal Center.  This rehabilitation of the 
Burrows log house is just starting. The owner at Burrows, Jim Mullen 
gave the old farmhouse to the Canal Association. It will ultimately be 
used as a loom house. 



 
Further along with the work of bringing up the log walls Roy and Al 
compare ideas on how the floor will be inlaid. This cabin’s move was 
less expensive because the M-W-F crew took it apart log by log. This 
was much less expense than having a crane and lowboy trailer move 
the building. 
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