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Beverly Seese entertains 
visitors by the 
fireplace.  This is the 
historic log Fouts House 
and the hospitality of the 
hearth with a warm pot of 
beans is shared with Jim 
Staags.  Jim is a volunteer 
in summer months as crew 
on the Canal Boat.  

 

    DECEMBER brings us         
            OLD FASHION  

      CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 

 
At the pump organ keyboard in the 1844 Case House is “Mr. 
Reed Case” (Mark Smith in costume) as the Christmas music 
flows into the Parlor.  Mark is a regular greeter for the public 
and articulates the history of this house to hundreds of school 
children and the public each year during events. 
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Beverly Seese is making 
imprints on cloth by 
pressing half an apple in 
color paint and printing on 
these squares of fabric. 

 

David Hockstra was the 
blacksmith at the Christmas 
Festival.  Here David is 
showing a visitor his 
wares.  Old fashion crafts 
like this were commonplace 
in the canal era.  Here in 
Canal Park the Blacksmith 
Shop is a main attraction in 
the Pioneer Village. 

 

Joe Newlin is a volunteer 
with a special talent.  He is 
our repair man for pump 
organs like this one donated 
last year for our Little White 
Church across the 
canal.  Joe is disassembling 

 
Linda and Peter Cooper display old fashion craftmanship as 
reenactors in Pioneer Village at Canal Park.  Here inside an 
authentic Cooper Shop, barrels, buckets and butter churns are 
made.  Peter and Linda are both very involved with school 
tours and greeting the public at our events.  If you would like to 
exhibit a canal era craft in the Village contact Linda at 
lrcooper@outlook.com   

 

In the Loom House, another log building, are Bill and Jan 
Young.  As weavers they host many visitors at festivals and 
illustrate their craft.  
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the keyboard and bellows of 
this 1870s church organ 
and will finish his repairs in 
the warmth of his home this 
winter.  The organ will be 
reassembled and available 
for onsite weddings by 
spring.  

 

Assisting the Canal 
Association with signage is 
Matt Johnson with Skyline 
Designs.  With a grant 
administered by Tippecanoe 
Arts Federation (TAF) 
utilizing funding supplied by 
North Central Health 
Services (NCHS) the project 
involves wayfinding signs 
being developed for multiple 
entrances to our extensive 
Delphi Historic Trails 
system. 

 

Working on the porch of the 
little “shanty” building is a 
new Monday-Wednesday-
Friday volunteer Larry 
Batta.  He joins with a half 
dozen other regular 
volunteers like Brice Crowel 
(in the background) working 
whenever the morning's 
cold is above 20 
degrees.   Volunteers work 
three mornings per week 8 
am to noon year 
around.  This building 

Two large looms in the display are also operational and here 
the two weavers are creating fabric with creative designs and 
homespun thread. 

 

The beginning of the larger log house is the setting of 
salvaged logs from a barn that had been south of Bringhurst in 
Carroll County.  Supervising the setting of logs is Al Auffart 
(left) and Mac Carlisle while Tom Peters and Brice Crowel 
assist.  
 



utilizes some new materials 
funded by TAF/NCHS.  If 
you would like to join this 
crew contact 
admin@canalcenter.org   

 

This trail bridge over CR 
300 North near the Hoosier 
Heartland Highway will be 
adorned with a wayfinding 
sign in large colored lighted 
letters indicating this is an 
entrance to the MONON 
HIGH BRIDGE TRAIL.   

 

And we will be adding 
general trail entrance 
information to the City’s 
wayfinding signs like this 
one on Main Street using 
the TAF/NCHS grant. 

 

The annual DAY AFTER 
CHRISMAS WALK offered 
a great December day for 
being outdoors.  Here David 
McCain is leading the group 
of 30 hikers along the 
Monon High Bridge Trail.  In 
the Background is the 

 
Setting the window and door frames help to solidify the log 
walls.  These logs were likely cut and shaped in the 1860s to 
create an 18 by 24 foot structure that lasted all this time.  Now 
the salvaged logs will become a unique building that will be 
used for crafters and then be rentable by persons wanting to 
stay a day or two in such a historic structure. This building also 
has some new materials funded by TAF/NCHS. 
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magnificent Freedom Bridge 
that spans the 4 lane 
Heartland Highway.  Beside 
the trail is the newly 
established trail safety 
Kiosk with recording 
cameras extending from the 
roof.  

 

Become a Member 

Today! 

 
Your financial partnership 

restores and preserves a 

rare, important piece of 

early American history and 

provides hands-on learning 

opportunities for people of 

all ages. 

 

JOIN TODAY!> 

 

 

 
Assisting with the placement of the logs is a special high lift 
truck owned by Bill Bradshaw.  It’s use is donated to the Canal 
for projects like this.  The high lift is very important to the 
success of placing logs safely by the MWF crew. 
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A view from the top shows integral parts of this structure 
including the upstairs floor joists and a space on the right for a 
stairway.  Logs were resized slightly shorter to allow cutting 
new corner notches as the building at the original site had 
some corners decayed with loosened joints.  The floor is made 
from crushed limestone. 

 

 
 

For additional information regarding all canals in  
Indiana, check out the Canal Society of Indiana. 

http://indcanal.org 
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