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Finding Artifacts  

Tourist season is upon us! 

 
 

A special display has been loaned to us from a member of the 
Canal Society of Indiana.  It’s been placed in the Lobby of the 
Canal Center and will be available for every day 1-4 pm viewing 
until early July.  Built this past winter by Terry Bodine from 
Covington and his friend Fenny from Clinton this very detailed 
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Archaeological 
investigations continues on 
the land where Daniel 
Baum once built a log 
home.  Baum was one of 
the earliest settlers along 
Deer Creek near the 
confluence with the Wabash 
River.  Baum even hosted 
the first court proceedings 
held in his home when 
Carroll County was 
organized in 
1828.  Continued 
investigation by Dr. Chris 
Moore, University of 
Indianapolis, involves his 
class members to provide 
the meticulous digging and 
sifting of soil that reveal 
artifacts of that early 
homesite. 
 

 

M-W-F CREW 

 
 

Moving contractor Tim Stahl 
operates a jack to lower the 
building 7 inches onto the 
constructed limestone 
foundation.  This building 
originally housed a German 
Lutheran congregation from 
1889 through the 1950s but 

scale model depicts the features of a real canal boat of the 
1850s. 

 

The Boat has Landed! 

 
 

Here the Canal Boat called “the Delphi” is ready for another 
charter tour for a bus group from Terre Haute.  This picture 
taken by a drone flown by Erick Dircks while in Canal Park as 
one of the tour guests.  This is the seventh season for the 
popular boat cruises attended by the public, tour groups and 
hundreds of school children from dozens of schools-- one as far 
away as Shelbyville, Indiana. 

 

             They come from all over. 

 
Besides the Canal Center which provides the museum and 
space for meetings, meals, programs and wedding events there 



it had been vacant for 
years.  Owner Carl Treece 
offered to donate the 
building.  The Canal 
Association secured a grant 
and with the money 
contracted for the move last 
fall.  The restoration work is 
currently underway.  The 
grant was authorized by 
Tippecanoe Arts Federation 
utilizing money from North 
Central Health Services in 
West Lafayette. 
  

 

After moving this church 
last fall many hours have 
been put into the restoration 
by the Monday-Wednesday-
Friday (M-W-F) volunteer 
crew.  Here the day has 
come when the guys mix 
mortar to complete the 
stone foundation while the 
building is still raised on its 
“I beam” transit supports.. 
 

 

Taking apart the 
Crowel Barn 

are many restored buildings in Pioneer Village and a life-size 
“play boat” available for the younger visitors 

 
 

 
 

Hundreds of school children come in spring and fall to study 
Indiana History and experience real life adventures in the 
Interpretive Center’s galleries.  Here in the Millinery Shop 
children get a chance to try on old fashion apparel and feel they 
are living back in the 1850s 

 

Indiana Bicentennial Celebration moves 
forward! 

 



 
 

The final product of months 
of work by the MWF crew is 
a beautiful Red One Room 
Schoolhouse from the 
Crowel Farm.  In its later 
years this building was used 
as a storage barn and that 
is why it has big doors in 
front.  We will use it as a 
storage facility until 
someday when we many 
remake it into a school 
again. 

 

Did you know...? 

 
Did you know you could 
hold your wedding party, 
corporate meeting, or 
birthday celebration at the 
Canal Center?  
 

Meet the “fiberglass” version of a bison.  The Delphi area will 
have three such outdoor displays by this summer.  The 
celebration of Indiana’s 200 years is highlighted as “bison-
tennial” models painted by several Lafayette area artists.  Here 
standing is David McCain organizer of a model that will be on 
display near the Freedom Bridge Plaza in east Delphi.  Working 
through the organization Heartland Heritage Inc. David is 
raising money to defray the cost of the model and costs 
associated with display including painting and a permanent 
foundation.  More than one thousand dollars are yet to be 
raised.  Will you help?  Call David at 765-414-5054 

 

 
 

Two of the artists working on Lafayette’s bison temporarily on 
display at 6th and Main Street are Sunny Miller (white) and her 
sister Linda Vanderkolk.  Sunny will be painting the model for 
display near Freedom Bridge Plaza.  Tentative plans for an 
unveiling evening community event will be on Monday, June 
20—the beginning of summer 
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We offer a variety of options 
for each different type of 
event. We also have free 
wi-fi and can accommodate 
up to 300 guests!  
 
Save your date today! 
 
Help us pass the good 
news!  
 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER 
TODAY! 

 
 

If you would like to 
volunteer at the Wabash & 
Erie Canal please click 
here! 

 

For a complete list of activities 
please visit us at 
www.wabashanderiecanal.org   

 
 

A Bicentennial flower plot associated with the flag pole is 
highlighted by a large stone shaped like the State of 
Indiana.  This colorful blue and gold garden will greet visitors as 
they approach the Canal Center.  Also it will be part of Indiana’s 
200th celebration when the official torch arrives October 6th in 
Canal Park6.  The month long trek winds through all 92 
counties this fall.  Here Master Gardener volunteers including 
Linda Cooper (left) have planned and developed special plots 
like this to spruce up Canal Park. 

 

Carroll High School lends a hand.  

Carroll High School Seniors every year just before graduation 
make a commitment to do “community service” and offer the 
Canal Association extra help for a section of trail that needs 
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attention.  Here the section of Campbell Ridge Trail is being 
cleaned and groomed.  This unique historic trail overlooks the 
confluence of Deer Creek and the Wabash high up on a bluff.  
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