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  "LIKE" US! 
  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 
We can't wait for spring and 
summer to come! Mark your 
calendars now and don't miss 
these events: 
 

Transportation Festival 
May 17, 10am-4pm 
 
Kid’s Day at the Canal 
June 21, 11am-3pm 
 
Canal Days Festival 
July 5, 10am-4pm 
July 6, noon-4pm 
 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Mark your calendar for our 2014 events! 
• A Peek At The New Irish Construction Worker's Exhibit 

 

New Irish Construction Workers' 
Camp Exhibit Takes Shape In Our 
Interpretive Museum 

 
As we celebrate 10 years at the Canal Interpretive Museum, work 
continues to freshen old exhibits and create new ones to further 
enhance guests' experience. Len Mysliwiec (left) of LifeSpace 
Design in Fort Wayne, provided the original exhibit plans and has 
also designed our new plans. 

%7bVR_HOSTED_LINK%7d
%7bVR_F2AF_LINK%7d
http://www.wabashanderiecanal.org/Contact_Us.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wabash-Erie-Canal-Park/176236532407442?ref=search&sid=100000824966562.3329301049..1
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Home_Page.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wabash-Erie-Canal-Park/176236532407442?ref=search&sid=100000824966562.3329301049..1


Community Services/ 
Awareness Day 
August 16, time tba 
 
End of Season Festival 
October 18, 10am-4pm 
 
Old Fashioned Christmas 
December 13, 10am-4pm 
December 14, noon-4pm 
 
More info and more events 
coming soon! 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEER HERE! 

From clearing brush to 
sharing history with students, 
volunteers make Canal Park a 
place that visitors are talking 
about! 
 

 
Canal Board member and 
school tour group organizer 
Vickie Sickler puts letters on 
barrels of various bulk 
materials (beans, corn, lime, 
etc.) in the “Welcome to 
Delphi” gallery in the 
Interpretive Museum.  
 

 
Like clockwork, our M-W-F 
crew assembles for a half day 
of work at 8am three days a 
week throughout the year, no 
matter how hot or how cold 
the weather. Roy is senior in 
the group, having started his 
volunteering back in 1997. 
With him are Dave Smith, 

 
Following plans developed by Len to create these interactive 
illusionary exhibits is fun for our volunteers. Often materials used are 
things saved from earlier projects and stored in Canal Park. 
Sometimes plans call for wood or stone or metal or whatever and the 
guys find the appropriate reuse. This Irish canal worker’s bunkhouse 
exhibit features a “shanty” to demonstrate what it was like to live in 
the camp. We are grateful to the Canal Society of Indiana (CSI) for 
sponsoring this exhibit. 
 
Join them and other sponsors who have stepped up to the plate 
to financially assist with our redo of the museum.  
SPONSOR AN EXHIBIT TODAY! >>> 

http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Museum_Capital_Campaign.html


Brice Crowel and Vern Cripe. 
This winter has drawn them 
indoors but most crew 
members would agree that 
they would rather be working 
outdoors on trailside projects. 
 

 
We welcome groups to 
volunteer as well. From scouts 
and students to churches and 
other service organizations, 
there are plenty of projects 
where the work of many 
together can accomplish 
something substantial over 
the course of a few hours. 
 
Contact us about volunteer 
opportunities by calling 
(765) 564-2870. 

 

BIKE RENTALS AND 
MORE! 

 
Now that spring is finally near, 
we start thinking in earnest 
about fun on the trails and on 
the Canal! Through partner, 
Noble Bikes at the Canal, 
visitors can rent bikes of all 
kinds, plus kayaks and 
paddleboats, right in Canal 
Park, throughout the summer.  
 
For now, if you've got your 
own bike but find it needs a 
good tune-up, make an 
appointment today! 
 

 
Brice and Roy work on the roof and sides of the “shanty 
bunkhouse.”  Material they are using was from sheeting salvaged 
from the Burrows Log House that was disassembled last 
spring.  Boards were nailed up to replicate how such crude buildings 
might have been made. Small logs for the rafters were cut from 
Canal Park’s Pioneer Village where there was a surplus of standing 
trees. 

 
Brice Crowel and Tom Peters string rope in the base of the bunk to 
illustrate how rope made the support for a straw or feather padded 
mattress. This one of the four bunks will be left without a cover. The 
other three bunks with mattresses will allow kids to try them out. 

http://www.noblebikes.net/


Visit their website for more 
info>> 
 
 

 

Spring Is Finally 
Near...Who's Ready 
For A Picnic? 

 
Can you believe it? The snow 
is finally gone, and this 
traveling family stopped at 
Canal Park to enjoy a picnic 
lunch...our first picnic guests 
of the season! There will be 
many more great days coming 
to Canal Park, and we have 
plenty of space for hungry 
guests to spread out and 
enjoy lunch before taking in all 
that Canal Park has to offer. 
 
Have you seen our picnic 
shelters? They are perfect for 
larger planned gatherings and 
can be reserved. 
 
 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 

 
Dave Smith attaches a barrier made out of sticks cut the same time 
the M-W-F crew “harvested” the roof rafters from the Pioneer Village 
in Canal Park. 

 
Brice completes painting the wall where formerly an older display 
with portraits of canal builders had been. This remake of space in the 
Archaeology gallery is now fresh and new with an exciting 
construction camp living quarters” interactive for visitors to enjoy.  

http://www.noblebikes.net/
http://www.noblebikes.net/
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Picnic_Shelters.html
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Picnic_Shelters.html
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Donate.html


 

Your financial partnership 
restores and preserves a 
rare, important piece of 
early American history and 
provides hands-on learning 
opportunities for people of 
all ages. 
 

JOIN TODAY!> 

 

 

 
Finishing touches by Vern, Roy and Al as they attach a pair of 
mirrors mounted across from each other just above the top bunk 
level. 

 
The finish of this shanty exhibit provides an illusionary display of “a 
dozen bunk beds” as longtime canal volunteer Mary Crary inspects 
the crew’s craftsmanship. 
 

http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Donate.html


 
This lifelike fire pit just outside the shanty includes a canal era 
cooking pot to illustrate what Irish construction workers ate.  The fire 
is illusionary (not hot) with glowing LED lights and small fan below 
with a silk waving streamer that looks like a real flame.  Artist Terry 
Lacy will be creating a puzzle with kinds of food illustrated on pieces 
that make up a typical meal in the Construction Camp. Can you think 
what 300-600 hungry hard working Irish had to eat? 
 
We have many more exciting exhibits underway! 
SPONSOR ONE TODAY>> 
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