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THE OPENING OF 
CANAL TRAFFIC 
COMES MAY 16th 

on  
HISTORIC 

TRANSPORTATION 
DAY 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

• Freedom Bridge 
Dedication 

• Earth Day Workday 

• M-W-F Crew and the 
Depot 

• Grounds Committee 

• On the Road 

• Volunteer at the Canal 

• Membership 

M-W-F Crew 

Summer is Coming! 

FREEDOM PLAZA DEDICATION 

 

Dedication of the Freedom Plaza to the Veterans of 

Carroll County was held a day after it was scheduled in 

April (due to heavy rain).  Many did come out on this nice 

next day, Sunday, and enjoyed the site and the ceremony. 
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The old railroad depot our 

volunteers retrieved from 

Leiters Ford becomes 

more recognizable with 

the period windows.  All 

this work over the last 

eight months by the 

Monday-Wednesday-

Friday volunteers really 

shows off well. 

 

 
Outside the depot Canal 

Board members Karen 

Bradshaw and Al Auffart 

compare paint color 

samples to make a 

compatible color selection 

for the 1884 Depot’s 

exterior.  Painting will 

commence soon. 

 

GROUNDS 
COMMITTEE 

 
Flag raising and a 21 gun salute brought the significance of 

this dedication to honor our county’s numerous 

veterans.  Speech making and ceremonies were held on the 

east end that was then declared: Veterans Memorial 

Plaza. 

 

 
A ribbon cutting by Mayor Randy Strasser began the 

parade across the Freedom Bridge.  Participants 

hiked overhead across all four lanes of the new 

Heartland Highway to enjoy refreshments at the 

other end of this 1897 historic 300 foot long 

span.  This section becomes part of the Monon High 

Bridge Trail.  High Bridge itself is an old rail trestle 



 

Master Gardener Linda 

Cooper makes plans for 

numerous plots and flower 

beds to be planted this 

year.  She is Chairman of 

the Grounds Committee 

and is always looking for 

more helpers.   

 

Are you interested in 

gardening? 

BELT RAILROAD 
TRAIL 

 

Tom Patrick hauls 

‘screenings’ from the 

Delphi Limestone 

Company’s quarry to place 

on our many trails.  The 

limestone is donated and 

Tom does a miraculous job 

of dodging tree limbs and 

obstacles along our miles 

of crushed stone 

trails.  This is the Belt 

Railroad Trail and adding 

this fine stone helps to 

cover the old ties and 

roots that have protruded 

on the surface of this 

a mile east that will be decked and made part of a 

larger Bicentennial Park by the Heartland Heritage 

Inc. organization formed in 2013 and Deer Creek 

Township. 
 

 

Freedom Bridge serves as a unique trail span. You 

will pass under it and remember Delphi and the 

historic trails. 

 

EARTH DAY WORKDAY 

 

Earth Day Workday brought 64 volunteers of all ages to 

Canal Park and trails.  These gardeners are weeding the 



path initially developed 20 

years ago. 

ON THE ROAD 

 

The Canal Association 

tries to gain more 

volunteers and articulate 

our mission at many 

meetings, shows and 

events.  Here volunteer 

Julie Seikel is hosting a 

booth held in the YWCA in 

Lafayette by Leadership 

Lafayette.  We are always 

looking for more helpers – 

this year we hope to land 

more volunteers for crew 

on our Canal Boat and to 

add more docents at 

various buildings.  Call 

765-412-4308 if you 

would like to join our 

volunteer corps. 

VOLUNTEER AT 
CANAL PARK! 

 
Volunteers make our popular 

canal boat rides possible. 

Here Dan McCain crew 

member and Mary Crary 

narrator are in costume as 

the boat approaches the 

ground cover that was planted last year next to the 

dock.  Many tasks were accomplished that day.  The local 

Psi Iota Xi Sorority provided a “free lunch” for all the 

volunteers. 

 

 

Meanwhile on this Spring’s Earth Day Workday, Rollin 

Graybill ran his WoodMizer Sawmill cutting from two large 

donated logs.  He cut the logs with the ingenious portable 

bandsaw to make lumber.  The WoodMizer Company 

donated new blades for the cutting. 
  

 
This lumber cut from a donated Ash log will provide 

building materials for a “post and beam” building that 

will become the home to our resident volunteer 

tel:765-412-4308


dock.  Other volunteers that 

run the boat (it takes two) 

are coordinated by Capt. 

Steve Gray. He is asking for 

more help for this year's 

tours.  If you are interested 

in becoming crew for this 

venture contact him 

at steve1948@aol.com or  

765-427-2912. 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 

 
Mike and Pam Luenz are Life 

Members and they also like to 

come to Canal Park and help 

us with "acting out" the Canal 

era.  Mike likes to tell stories 

or converse with the crowd 

and Pam is often found in the 

One Room Log Schoolhouse as 

the Schoolmarm. 

 

Your financial partnership 

restores and preserves a 

rare, important piece of early 

American history and 

provides hands-on learning 

opportunities for people of all 

ages. 

 

JOIN TODAY! 

 

Cooper later this year.   

 

 
Delphi’s Football and FFA boys got right into the work that 

day.  One team scrounged through a dirty pile of rubble to 

retrieve several hundred paver bricks that will be used 

later to make the floor of the planned cooper shop. 

 

 
Another young volunteer helped sweep out the Fouts 

House and make clean the area where many visitors enjoy 

our old fashion log home settings.  The youth had made a 

commitment to help in Canal Park in return for their use of 

our meeting facilities. 

 

mailto:steve1948@aol.com
tel:765-427-2912
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Did you know... 

 
Did you know you could 

hold your wedding, party, 

meeting or conference at 

the Canal?  
 

 
We offer a variety of 

options for each different 

type of event. We also 

have free wi-fi and can 

accommodate up to 300 

guests!  

 

Save your date today! 

 

Help us pass the good 

news!  

 

 

 
More young volunteers are busy in the lawn area of 

Pioneer Village in Canal Park.  Many truckloads of 

debris were removed that day.  It always make the 

volunteers feel like they are accomplishing something 

when at the end of the session things look cleaner 

and neater. 

 

 
Out on the Monon Trail this extension to the west 

following the old Monon Line beyond Freedom Bridge is on 

donated rail land that came to our younger companion 

organization Heartland Heritage Inc.  Here Delphi High 

School students have cleared trees, brush and vines  from 

the railbed to make this section of trail. 

 

http://http/www.wabashanderiecanal.org/Plan_An_Event.html
http://www.wabashanderiecanal.org/


 
At the end of the workday these young, strong 

volunteers helped to place a pole across the new trail 

section to prevent vehicle access. 
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