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  "LIKE" US! 
  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 
Summer is just around the 
corner! Mark your calendars 
now and don't miss these 
events: 
 

Transportation Festival 
May 17, 10am-4pm 
 
Kid’s Day at the Canal 
June 21, 11am-3pm 
 
Canal Days Festival 
July 5, 10am-4pm 
July 6, noon-4pm 
 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Boat Season Begins This Weekend! 
• New Old Bridges To Adorn Canal Park & Trails! 

 

Canal Boat Season Begins This 
Saturday With The Heritage 
Transportation Festival! 

 
The Wabash & Erie Canal Association will proudly kick off another 
season of canal boat tours and live artisan demonstrations on May 
17 during the annual Heritage Transportation Festival! 
  
The Delphi will pull up to the dock along the old Wabash & Erie 
Canal to begin taking passengers on a narrated cruise beginning at 
11:30 a.m., and running through the day with hourly rides. 
  

%7bVR_HOSTED_LINK%7d
%7bVR_F2AF_LINK%7d
http://www.wabashanderiecanal.org/Contact_Us.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wabash-Erie-Canal-Park/176236532407442?ref=search&sid=100000824966562.3329301049..1
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Home_Page.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wabash-Erie-Canal-Park/176236532407442?ref=search&sid=100000824966562.3329301049..1


Community Services/ 
Awareness Day 
August 16, time tba 
 
End of Season Festival 
October 18, 10am-4pm 
 
Old Fashioned Christmas 
December 13, 10am-4pm 
December 14, noon-4pm 
 
More info and more events 
coming soon! 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEER AT 
CANAL PARK THIS 
SUMMER! 

 
 
From clearing brush to 
sharing history with students, 
volunteers make Canal Park a 
place that visitors are talking 
about! 
 
Contact us about volunteer 
opportunities by calling 
(765) 564-2870. 

 

BIKE RENTALS AND 
MORE! 

 
 
Our partner, Noble Bikes at 

Join us for entertainment, food and fun! See website for more 
info>> 
  
From May 17 through mid-October the Delphi will offer rides on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m., or at other times by 
pre-arranged charter. 

 

Canal Park Is Home To Many Historic 
Iron Bridge Spans  

 
As part of a continuum of development by the Canal 
Association’s M-W-F volunteer crew over the last 15 years 
three historic spans now adorn the trails. The first is the Red 
Bridge (1999), the second is the Blue Bridge (2007), and 
currently underway is the third span called the Gray Bridge. 
The Gray Bridge (pictured above) has been a works in 
progress for the past two years and placed over the canal late 
last October.  But the deck had to wait until this spring when 
our long, hard, cold winter finally melted away.   

 
In mid-April, we received a donation from Pike Lumber 
Company out of Carbon, Indiana. Pike has blessed us with 
free White Oak logs for our last three bridge restorations, and 
we are ever so grateful! Here is their semi loaded with 26 logs 
16 feet long delivered to us for decking the Gray Bridge.  

http://www.noblebikes.net/
http://www.wabashanderiecanal.org/Event_Calendar.html
http://www.wabashanderiecanal.org/Event_Calendar.html


the Canal, stands ready to 
greet visitors and outfit them 
with plenty to take full 
advantage of the canal and 
trails! Rent bikes of all kinds, 
plus kayaks and paddleboats, 
right in Canal Park, 
throughout the summer.  
 
If you've got your own bike but 
find it needs a good tune-up, 
they offer those services as 
well! 
 
Visit their website for more 
info>> 
 
 

 

IT'S PICNIC 
SEASON, TOO! 

 
Have you seen our picnic 
shelters? They are perfect for 
larger planned gatherings and 
can be reserved. Or, just set 
up at one of the tables 
alongside the canal like these 
early spring guests did. 
 
 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 

 
On April 26th, we finally had a “public decking day.” Who 
should show up but the Delphi Community High School’s 
Football Coach and a dozen husky teammates? They became 
part of our big Earth Day workday activities in Canal Park. 
These fellows checked in at 9am and worked clear through to 
the middle of the afternoon at which time the bridge was 
declared “decked.” They wouldn’t give up until finishing the 
job, and we are thankful for their hard work! 

 
After being cut from the white oak logs planks are hefted and 
brought to the open deck floor by these youth.  Boards 
weighed well over 200 pounds each and sometimes needed 
to be trimmed to fit. 

http://www.noblebikes.net/
http://www.noblebikes.net/
http://www.noblebikes.net/
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Picnic_Shelters.html
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Picnic_Shelters.html
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Donate.html


 

Your financial partnership 
restores and preserves a 
rare, important piece of 
early American history and 
provides hands-on learning 
opportunities for people of 
all ages. 
 

JOIN TODAY!> 

 

Lt. Governor Visits 
Canal Park 

 

 
 

Lt. Governor Sue 
Ellspermann recently met 
with Board President, Dan 
McCain, in the intriguing 
galleries of the Canal 
Interpretive Museum.  She 
was here to speak at a 
banquet and took time to 
look though the museum 
before exclaiming “how 
wonderful this educational 
resource is and how it 
makes a destination for 

 
In the meantime, Rollin Graybill was on site with his 
Woodmizer portable sawmill to cut thick heavy oak planks 
from these White Oak logs. Our project was also favored by 
the Woodmizer company when they gave us a box of new 
blades for the sawmill. This donation and money, made 
available from North Central Health Services, Wabash River 
Heritage Corridor Fund, and many other donors has helped us 
see this project through to completion. Our volunteers 
construct everything in a resourceful way stretching dollars to 
bring projects in under budget. Thank you to all! 

 
As the planking progressed the metal hand railing and 3 x 4 
inch “buggy curb” (by their feet) were placed along the 
sides.  The curbing is also oak and holds down the ends of 
the planks to keep them from warping. Green planks are 
shoved together tightly and as they season (dry) there will 

http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Donate.html


travelers in Indiana.” 
 
We think so, too! 

 

 

become a space between them allowing rainwater to pass 
through the deck. 

 
All morning volunteers worked on the decking and throughout 
the park raking leaves, renovating flowerbeds and picking up 
sticks. Then came the “free lunch” provided to workdays twice 
a year by the local Psi Ote Sorority. This is always a treat and 
it has been dubbed “Ote Meals” by volunteers. Then it is back 
to work for the last stretch of completing the plank deck by 
mid-afternoon. 
 

Come out this weekend as we kick off the season and see the 
Gray Bridge for yourself! 
 

 

Freedom Bridge Plaza Begins 
To Take Shape 



 
Just east of Delphi progress continues on yet another trail 
bridge. This is work being done by an INDOT contractor for 
the City’s Freedom Bridge Plaza. 

This 300 foot long bridge will soon span the recently constructed 
Heartland Highway.  It is called the Freedom Bridge and originally 
came from Owen County. After its long life at Freedom, Indiana It 
was disassembled and held by Conner Prairie for a decade before 
that organization finally announced that it couldn’t be used for their 
expansion across White River near Noblesville and donated it to us. 
The bridge will reconnect a section of the Monon High Bridge Trail 
that was severed for construction of the Hoosier Heartland Highway. 

 
 
There will soon be a further expansion of the Monon Railroad High 
Bridge Trail, which is at the lower part of this birdseye view (below.) 
The High Bridge is the second highest and third longest railroad 
trestle in Indiana.  It is being acquired this Spring from CSX and will 
become a delightful destination trek for hikers when stabilized and 
decked.  A recent alliance formed between the Canal Association, 
Deer Creek Township and Heartland Heritage Incorporated will 
complete this mile long rail trail following scenic/historic Deer Creek 



Valley. 
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