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Callout for new Canal Volunteers 
is April 7th   
at 10:00 AM. 
We will meet at the shelter in the 
park.  Everyone interested in 
volunteering should attend. 
We have opportunities to use all 
talents from volunteers ages 8 to 
80.   
The event will take place 
outdoors, so dress appropriately. 
Come see how beautiful and 
inspiring Canal Park is and bring 
a friend, neighbor and your 
family. 
  
Project W.E.E.D. (Wabash and 
Erie Earth Day is scheduled for 
April 21st with a free lunch for 
workers that day 

  
We have our 44th Annual 
Meeting of the 

Canal Association on April 17 
with the popular featured 
speaker Kevin Stonerock.  He 

Nearing the completion of the 

Canal Center’s redecoration 

 
Our newest exhibit features and model canal boat and 
will help explain the early days of transportation of cargo 
and how tolls were determined.  We were challenged by 
Carl and Barbara Bauer’s year end donation that allows us 
to show how items of commerce moved by the boats were 
assigned tolls to ship products like corn, pork, lime and 
local produce while receiving machine products, textiles 
and adornments from eastern ports.  As early as 1843 
goods to and from New York harbor could be shipped all 
the way by water—can’t do that today.  The detailed scale 
model boat was built by rural Covington retirees Terry 
Bodine and Finney Filchek then donated to us.  

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/685776/c1444788ef/TEST/TEST/%7bVR_F2AF_LINK%7d
http://www.wabashanderiecanal.org/Contact_Us.html
http://wabashanderiecanal.org/Home_Page.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wabash-Erie-Canal-Park/176236532407442?ref=search&sid=100000824966562.3329301049..1


will entertain us with his historical 
presentation of a Pioneer 
Woodsman following his last 
year’s presentation as a Canal 
Boatman.  
  
NICHES LAND TRUST has their 
Annual Meeting in our 
redecorated Conference room at 
4-6 pm on April 22nd.  Public is 
invited to both annual meeting 
events. 

 

 
Custodian/Event Monitor Larry 
Scowden (right) works with his 
daughter Laura Stigers to 
thoroughly clean the tile floor of 
the storage room.  Laura is a 
multi-talented volunteer with lots 
of spunk and likes to help her 
father.  If you would like to 
volunteer in any of the many 
venues that the Canal Park has 
to offer come to the Canal 
Volunteer Callout on April 
7th.  See further details 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 

 
Board Chair Janet Ayres in 
another mode of her volunteering 
time is wiping the woodwork with 
furniture polish at the 
entryway.  The Lobby and 
adjacent Reception Desk 
receives visitors from all over the 
United States AND dozens of 

 

The Bauer’s challenge was to illustrate how weight was 
measured and used to determine tolls to be paid by the 
Canal Boat Captain at special checkpoints along the 468 
miles of the Wabash & Erie Canal.  Here barrels of grain 
and other shipments of lime, salt pork and flour might find 
their way from the scale to the boat for transit.  As the canal 
aged the tolls were not enough for the State to overcome 
the initial cost let alone the upkeep.  The Canal became 
seriously heavy in debt and the State Legislature 
reconstituted Indiana in 1851 to never allow heavy 
borrowing again.  Now we can thank these leaders as that’s 
why Indiana is solvent and prosperous today. 

 

 



countries in the World.  They 
come to experience the Wabash 
& Erie Canal Interpretive 
Center.  A year after the 
interactive displays and galleries 
were completed in 2004 we won 
a coveted national award from 
AASLH for “the best new 
volunteer driven museum in all 
of the United States.” 

 

 
Another volunteer and Canal 
Board member Karen Bradshaw 
cleans trim ahead of the final 
completion of this redecoration 
time for the Canal Center.  Karen 
coordinates the volunteer staffing 
of docents on the weekends and 
is in need of more folks that 
would like to volunteer for those 
three hour shifts.  Contact her 
at  kbradshaw@remconline.net  

 

Become a Member 
Today! 

 
Your financial partnership 

restores and preserves a rare, 

The big job of redecorating the Canal Center Conference 
rooms and Lobby were undertaken by volunteers.  Painting 
of the ceiling, walls, windows, and doors started first.  Then 
came the replacement of older lighting with LED 
units.  Savings to our utility bills will be noticeable as each 
of the forty 150 watt incandescent dimmable ‘can lighting’ 
bulbs now only draw 15 watts each--a 90% 
reduction.  Replaced too were the forty ceiling fluorescent 
fixtures. 

 
Piles of ripped up carpet being removed……. The Center 
opened on July 4, 2003 and now at 15 years old the carpet 
didn’t exactly “wear out” it got soiled in spots and “uglied 
out” calling for full replacement to make the facility look 
bright shiny new again.  The full décor was repainted to the 
colors specified in the architect’s plans.  Colors have served 
well for a multitude of events from beautiful wedding 
receptions, to family reunions, to large and small business 
meetings and even an annual crowd of 450 German Baptist 
members attending their private school’s graduation.  If you 
have a need to rent space call Jami Ade at 765-430-2259 

 

tel:(765)%20430-2259


important piece of early 

American history and provides 

hands-on learning opportunities 

for people of all ages. 

 

JOIN TODAY!> 

 

For 
additional information 
regarding all canals in  

Indiana, check out the Canal 
Society of Indiana. 
http://indcanal.org 
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Of course, the 15-year-old building also has mechanical 
equipment that can fail.  The gas furnace above the 
Museum did just that in February.  To get the new heat 
exchanger unit up on the roof required service from 
volunteer Dick Bradshaw using his cousin’s bucket 
truck.  Note the truck’s door insignia.  It is Bill Bradshaw’s 
Delphi Properties company truck and besides that Bill 
annually sponsors this newsletter so we owe him a double 
debt of gratitude.   

 

 
In the midst of renovation work in the conference room the 
Canal Officers met in executive session with Jami Ade (left) 
the Canal’s Business Manager.  Other officers (from left) 
are John Polles, VP of Finance; Steve Gray, Treasurer; 
Gary Stanley, VP of Administration; Janet Ayres, Board 
Chair; and Vicki Sickler, VP of Operations.  Not present: 
Frances French, Secretary; and President Dan McCain who 
took the picture.  
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