
CANAL DAYS FESTIVAL—A GREAT SUCCESS 

  

 

July brought us the ever favored CANAL DAYS FESTIVAL – Just getting ready for our biggest event of the 
year means lots of extra volunteer work.  Here Diana Allen grooms our flower gardens and makes the 
scene look great for all to enjoy. 

  



 

One of the hardest workers getting Canal Park ready for the Festival is Vicki Sickler.  She has organized 
events for several years and this was THE BIGGEST event of our history.  Vicki put up banners and signs 
and is tireless – but she is retiring and will only be helping with School Tours and boat rides in the future 
as she wants more time at home—she has been driving regularly from Idaville in White County.  Thanks 
Vicki for your years of service. 

  



 

Adorning our Pioneer Village are several new interpretive signs that were created to highlight the 
history and uses of our building.  This stand features the Kitchen and Medicinal Garden just outside the 
Fouts Cabin.  Support for these new panels came from Tippecanoe Arts Federation (TAF) using North 
Central Health Services (NCHS) funding.  Terry Lacy id the artist who drew this scene. 

  



 

Another building was recently completed.  It’s called THE LITTLE RED MILL.  Here the Monday-
Wednesday-Friday volunteers Al Auffart and Tom Johnson are filling the mill race with water to test the 
running of the mill wheel.  This too was a project supported financially by TAF/NCHS. 

  



 

And of course the crowd transportation help we received again from Brian Stirm, driving the Trolley 
from Canal Park to Downtown, makes for a special treat for our visitors.  Thanks Brian for the many 
years of various volunteer efforts you have provided. 

  



 

Inside the museum Darrell Cockrell a Civil War re-enactor is playing the part of an army surgeon as he 
reads from his medical book about treatment for gunshot wounds.  He addressed the medicine of the 
1860s which would include amputations, treatments and dressings common to the Canal Era. 

  



 

One of our own regular volunteers on the M-W-F construction crew is Mac Carlisle.  Here he sits on his 
“huckster wagon” that he brings to these special events.  It is a Model A Ford with all the wares that one 
might buy from a traveling salesman of the day.  It has a crazy assortment of old wares and of course 
Mac likes to play the hillbilly displaying his gun and bottle. 

  



 

At the back of Canal Park is the 1889 Leiters Ford Depot.  Setting alongside the canal it helps tell the 
story of the demise of the canal as the speed of travel changed.  Travelers preferred the speed of the 
steam era.  Brice Crowel inside the baggage room treats visitors to the mystique of this station house 
brought here from Fulton County in 2015-16 by the Canal’s MWF volunteers. 

  



 

These costumed ladies helped inform visitors to the Festival what life was like in the 1850s.  Annadell 
Lamb, left, is the matron of the Case House and Marlene Charlesworth narrates some of the cruises on 
the Canal Boat. 

  



 

Carpenter Rob Lawson treats kids to the experience of building their own bird house.  Here young 
Valerie Waymire is hammering nails into the box that will become hers to keep.  This annual venue at 
the festival is always a treat to watch the kids (without interference from parents) pound their own 
nails. 

  



 

Percy and Carter the oxen are always a treat to festival goers.  Owner Chris Huffer from Cutler guides 
the two dairy steers that have been trained as “beasts of burden” to be patient around people. 

  



 

ABE LINCOLN takes the stage in the Little White Church talking to his crowd.  Performed by Danny Russel 
the audience doesn’t want to miss a single saying from this popular actor. 

  



 

Kids enjoyed watching the stitching and tatting demonstrations and this performance involving beads 
and the creation of handmade lace. 

  



 

Wash day comes to Canal Park.  Here participants could try their skill at the old fashion way to clean 
clothes.  Buckets and scrub boards were the order of the day and the resulting “clean” towels were put 
on the line to dry. 

  



 

Many crafters were in the Village displaying their skills and wares.  Here Peter Cooper is making water 
buckets staves from Cedar.   

  



 

Another character played by Danny Russel is DANIEL BOONE.  Here he visits with festival goers and tells 
the stories of his travels and adventures. 

  



 

Care for a game of Cricket?  Tom Melville comes from Wisconsin and invites any age players to join him 
in this Canal Era game.  He instructs with the rules of that day and enjoys entertaining festival goers at 
the July event every year. 


