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As children learn the art of 
weaving Jan Young advises how 
to make patterns in the 
fabric.  Jan, President of the 
Lafayette Weavers Guild, and her 
husband Bill are involved as they 
often volunteer in the Loom 
House.  If you would like to 
become involved during any 
period of the year let it be known 
to our Village Coordinator Cecilia 
Henning   
lchen53@embarqmail.com 

 

Christmas Events at the Canal 

 
 
Christmas Festival time brought authentic crafts back into Canal 
Park for the public to watch.  Here Bev Larson is making a broom 
and using old fashioned equipment that still works.  She also is 
known as the “basket lady” with her airmanship. 
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The Archive Committee met 
recently to consider a number of 
artifacts that have been 
donated.  Decisions are made by 
(from left) Tom Castaldi, Dave 
Kelly, Rosalie Wilson, Gary 
Stanley and eight others attending 
this session.  They meet about 
every two months to accession 
(receive/approve) items 
donated.  If you would like to 
become part of the team that 
processes these items 
contact    montidave44@gmail.co
m or  garystanley1@frontier.com  

 
 
The newest interactive exhibit in 
the Interpretive Museum is a train 
display whereby the locomotive 
“runs circles” around the slower 
canal boat.  Ron Burkhardt from 
Monticello is the creator and some 
of the display items (buildings, 
track, etc.) were donated by 
another volunteer Mike 
Seikel.  Mike was a model builder 
earlier and decided to donate what 
he had in model RR equipment.  If 
you would like to donate or 
become involved with building 
special items contact 
admin@canalcenter.org   
 

VOLUNTEER 

 
 
Then there were tasty treats to buy at the Christmas Festival.  This 
display in the Bowen Cabin offered homemade delectable treats.  In 
the Canal Center hot apple dumplings, other food items and cookies 
were served. 

 

 

 
 
One of the projects for which we received funding is this newly flood-
proofed trail crossing at the junction of the Robbins and VanScoy 
Trails near the Wabash River.  Tippecanoe Arts Federation (TAF) 
has granted money for our crew to make these improvements.  Here 
crushed rip-rap stone from the local US Aggregates quarry is topped 
with a slurry of wet concrete to tie together the stones and add to the 
permanence of this trail crossing.  Both companies (US Aggregates 
and Brim Concrete) offer us a significant discount so that we can 
accomplish more with our monetary resources.  If you are a supplier 
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Come join us!  
We have many volunteer 

opportunities to suit  
your skills and time!  

Find out more>  
 

 

Become a Member 
Today! 

 

 
 

Your financial partnership 
restores and preserves a rare, 
important piece of early 
American history and provides 
hands-on learning 
opportunities for people of all 
ages. 
 

JOIN TODAY!> 

 

or willing to work with the Canal let us know your 
interest  admin@canal.center.org  
 

 
 
Foundation work is progressing for the placement of the recently 
acquired Sleeth Post Office building.  The location is all the way 
back in the Park near the Depot.  Note the foundation and realize 
that this historic building is not very large (10 by 15 foot), however it 
was the operating Post Office for this Carroll County town for many 
years.  The project is another that Tippecanoe Arts Federation has 
currently funded.   
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For additional information 
regarding all canals in  
Indiana check out the Canal 
Society of Indiana. 
http://indcanal.org 

 

 

 
 
Mules came from Remington to 
make our Christmas Festival seem 
like the 1850s canal days.  Here 
owners Jack and Joan Wealing 
show the beauty and utility of 
these animals.  Mules were used 
to tow the canal boats.  They were 
normally used in tandem and 
worked on the towpath for about 
six-eight mile stretches along the 
canal then were traded for “fresh” 
animals at barns like this realistic 
relay station. 
 

 
 
Inside the Duke Mule Barn are 
large animal stables with straw at 
their feet and hay in the bunkers 
to eat.  This addition was made to 
the barn 8 years ago when Duke 
Energy enabled the Canal 

 
 
Oh yes there was a chimney fire from the potbelly stove Kuns Cabin 
and we lost a few logs in the wall behind the stove but the family’s 
grandchildren have already stepped up to the challenge.  Denny 
Kuns and brother Steve are working on plans along with our M-W-F 
crew that may become a rebirth of the original structure.  A grant 
may be necessary. 
 
Tentative plans are for removing the roof next fall, disassembling the 
logs one by one and next winter taking all the building in pieces to 
Flora where Denny has lots of floor space and reconditioned 
logs.  Plans there include replacing the deteriorated logs and 
keeping the good ones.  Then the full structure would be carted 
piece by piece back to the Park and re-erected.  Stay tuned for more 
details on this process. 
 

http://indcanal.org/


Association to create this livery 
with a grant from their 
Foundation.   
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Finishing the chimney of the new forge in the Blacksmith Shop are 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday volunteers (from left) Tom Johnson, Al 
Auffart and Mac Carlisle.  This project will allow a blacksmith to 
demonstrate on an additional forge as he heats iron and pounds it 
into shape. 

 

 
 
The M-W-F crew sets the concrete forms to create the foundation for 
what will become a “Little Red Mill” in the Red Bridge Settlement 
north of Canal Park.  The Canal Boat Warehouse is in the 
background.  

 



 
 
Representing Dr. Tom Petry who was unable to attend the Archives 
meeting are his wife Kaye and son Chuck.  The items in the case 
that they are donating are medical tools of the Canal era.  These 
tools of the medical trade were handed down through generations to 
the County Health Officer when Dr. Petry was in that position.  Some 
are “saw bones” and “bloodletting” devices that were part of that 
day’s means to care for patients.   
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