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NEW BUILDINGS 

 
Another interesting building on 
a farm north of Delphi has 
been spoken for by the Canal 
Directors. It is owned by Jeff 

Summer at the Canal 

SUMMER PROJECTS ARE UNDERWAY 

 

 
Mid-summer brought the Leiters Ford DEPOT project along 
as we blended new boards into compliance with the original 
1884 wood siding that makes this building come back 
together as an authentic Railroad Station House. 
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Crowel, (Brice‘s son) he has 
offered to donate it if it gets 
moved off his land before 
winter. Jeff will make the site 
into a crop field. The one room 
facility was called 
“COMPROMISE SCHOOL” 
and was attended by children 
from both Jefferson and 
Adams Townships in Carroll 
County. 
 

 
Another new potential project 
is an unoccupied 1880s 
German Lutheran Church 
representing the same period 
as the Railroad Depot. 
Overseeing the moving 
challenges are Tim and Bud 
Stahl contractors from 
Kokomo. It sets now about 5 
blocks from Canal Park and is 
owned by Carl Treece. He 
wants to donate it to the Canal 
but we have to secure another 
grant first as the estimated 
cost for moving it “intact” is 
high. The roof will have to 
come off to move under the 
many wires between Union 

Street and Canal Park. Our 

request for a grant went to 
Tippecanoe Arts Federation 
recently and we hope to hear 
positive news of approval in 
early October. 
 

 
A similar sized church was 
spotted by Canal President 
Dan McCain recently while he 
was vacationing in British 
Columbia, Canada. If we get to 

 

 
Finally old and new boards are covered with full color STAIN and we 
found that two coats very adequately covered and sealed both 
surfaces. We were pleased that it looks so good! These are as close 
to Erie Lackawanna colors that we could find. 
 

 
Inside the old and new wood was also stained--not painted. Here the 
passenger side has an outside door and also access to the ticket 
window (far left). New windows, roof, lumber and paint were part of 
our grant from North Central Health Services through a Tippecanoe 
Arts Federation program. It was a BIG project and might have taken 
longer if the Monday-Wednesday-Friday (MWF) volunteer crew had 
not persisted through four seasons (hot, cold, rain or shine) with this 
endeavor. 
 



move our little gem it will need 
new front entrance and a 
steeple much like this. 

 

JUST LOOMING 
AROUND 

 
Dorothy Baker and her 
husband and daughter Jenny 
study the layout of the large 
three heddle loom in Canal 
Park’s LOOM HOUSE. She 
and others of her Weaver’s 
Guild will be demonstrating in 
this building when setup is 
completed. Her interest in this 
craft brought her to Canal Park 
earlier when this loom was 
inside the Museum area and 
she directed the warping 
(stringing) operation when the 
loom was received as a gift 
from Conner Prairie. 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 

 
Mike and Pam Luenz are 
Life Mesmbers and they 
also like to come to Canal 
Park and help us with 

 
Finally with pride several of the 8 MWF crew pose by the completed 
DEPOT (Tom Peters, Al Auffart and Brice Crowel). The building was 
built in Fulton County at Leiters Ford in 1884 and had been most 
recently owned by Rich and Sheila Ruhnow. They donated it to us 
and we had an Amish crew take it apart in panels and we hauled the 
materials back to Canal Park. Even the foundation stone was of the 
same period and was donated by the Germond Family on Front 
Street, Delphi. 
 

 
Inside the freight bay Brice Crowel, Dave Smith and Roy Patrick, 
three of our MWF crew have brought in the authentic Railway 
Express Baggage Cart that they restored during the coldest part of 
the winter. They worked inside our Duke Mule Barn nearby in Canal 
Park. At that time one of our volunteer craftsmen was Clay Sledd 
and he has since moved from Delphi to Nashville in Brown County. 
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"acting out" the Canal 
era.  Mike likes to tell 
stories or converse with the 
crowd and Pam is often 
found in the One Room Log 
Schoolhouse as the 
Schoolmarm. 
 
Your financial partnership 
restores and preserves a rare, 
important piece of early 
American history and provides 
hands-on learning 
opportunities for people of all 
ages. 
 
JOIN TODAY! 

 

Did you know... 

 
Did you know you could 
hold your wedding, party, 
meeting or conference at 
the Canal?  
 

 
We offer a variety of options 
for each different type of 
event. We also have free 
wi-fi and can accommodate 
up to 300 guests!  
 
Save your date today! 
 
Help us pass the good 
news!  
 

 

 
MWF crew members Roy, Brice and Dave take a break on a 
hot morning the day the tin roofing was being removed. Note 
the conversion of this building from school to farm use 
allowed the access by agricultural equipment on the inside. 
 

 
With metal roofing and rafters removed the building is being 
disassembled in panels for transport to Canal Park. Once there it will 
be reassembled and used as a storage building until grant money 
can be obtained to ultimately restore the primary use as a  
schoolhouse again. 
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DIAMOND 
DASH  

 
Delphi’s 5K DIAMOND DASH 
started and ended at the Canal 
Center this year as the 
downtown is quite torn up with 
Stellar and Street work AND 
the Bacon Fest took all the free 
space. 
 

 
109 runners entered and made 
the full lap. Proceeds went to 
the Delphi Opera House and 
many volunteers were 
involved. 

 

 

 

 
Here MWF volunteers Dave Smith and Tom Peters are completing 
the stone façade work on the abutments of the Gray Bridge. 
Presently on the city side of the canal we own a plot of land that the 
bridge connects to Delphi’s Gateway Trail. The little church would 
look great there and could be used for weddings and meetings. Let’s 
hope this all will come to fruition. 

ANTIQUES ANYONE? 

 
Brice and Judy Crowel (both volunteers) go on antique shopping 
sprees and this time they came back with railroad memorabilia. 
They donated these items for the office. The Canal would appreciate 
other donations of true railroad equipment, posters, tickets, 
benches, and items that would help illustrate that era. Call Dan 
McCain 765-412-4308 if you have materials that you would donate 
to the Canal for this building. 
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NEW MURAL ARRIVES AT THE 
SANDWICH SHOP IN DELPHI 

 
Businesses downtown Delphi help us celebrate the Canal Boat's 
popularity and many store fronts have restored 1880s facades to 
help our community look like "the good old days"  
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