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  "LIKE" US! 
  

 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
--- 
   

 
 

Indiana Bicentennial 
History Train Visit 
Thurs-Sat,  
Oct 17-19 

 
We are thrilled to welcome the 
Indiana Historical Society's 
Bicentennial History Train to 
Delphi for three days! Explore 
Indiana's past in aboard this 
traveling exhibition, The Next 
Indiana.  

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Bicentennial Train To Chug Into Canal Park 
• Harvest Fest To Close Out Boat Season 
• What's New In Canal Park? 
• Gray Bridge -- The Latest! 

 

 
 

More History Comes To Town  
Thursday-Saturday, Oct 17-19 

 
Don't miss out when the Indiana Historical Society comes 
to Canal Park in Delphi for three days! Three 65-foot 
refurbished freight cars hold an exhibition, The Next 
Indiana, which explores the state’s past through the lenses 
of transportation, land use, talent and community. After 
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More info> 
 
--- 

Harvest Festival 
Sat, Oct 19 

 
Help us celebrate autumn as 
we prepare to dock the Delphi 
for winter. Pioneer Village will 
be abuzz with craftpersons 
and live artisan 
demonstrations, some selling 
their wares. And don't miss 
food, music, fun...and the final 
public boat rides of the 
season! 

More info> 

 

Two Canal 
Societies Enjoy 
Fall Tour 

 
Recently the Canal Society of 
Indiana and Canal Society of 
Ohio joined in a day long tour 
of Delphi’s canal facilities and 
outlying interpretive 
spots.  CSI President Bob 
Schmidt (far right) and Linda 
Castaldi look closely at the 
details on the new information 
panel along the lower 
VanScoy Towpath Trail. 
 

 
A Canal Village docent helps 
explain this relic of the past to 
Gerald Hulslander from 
Marseilles, Illinois.  Jerry is an 
astute canal buff that loves to 

visiting the free exhibit, visitors can do hands-on activities, 
visit with a historic interpreter, and shop in the History 
Market. 

More details>> 

 
Final Preparations Being Made 
Jack Cohee starts constructing the ADA ramp from Towpath level up 
to the higher level of the old Monon Railroad tracks at the back of 
Canal Park. This ramp will be used for public access from October 
17-19 when the Indiana Historical Society’s Bicentennial History 
Train comes to sit on this siding. The siding is owned by US 
Aggregates, and the local quarry has graciously made access to this 
site possible. We have also been given a couple sets of antique 
running gear that are without wooden decking. Our volunteers are 
working hard to make these donated goods and raw materials come 
together for part of an exciting display. 

 
Here's the view going up to the tracks. 
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travel to other canal sites in 
other states.  He is especially 
involved as a docent himself 
with his hometown canal site 
along the Illinois and Michigan 
Canal west of Chicago. 

 

HELP US CREATE 
THE TOTAL CANAL 
EXPERIENCE! 

 
Standing outside the Case 
House is Canal Board 
member Annadell Lamb.  She 
is a docent in this 1844 home 
made useable for the public by 
the Canal’s volunteers.  The 
home’s original owner was 
Reed Case the Canal 
Construction Superintendent 
when the waterway was 
constructed through 
here.  Later he became a 
prominent businessman and 
held interests in other forms of 
surface transportation such as 
plank roads and railroads. 
 
Find out more> 
 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 

 
Here, Deidre Duncan, Mary Crary and Sally Bancroft, volunteers with 
the Canal Association, went to Kokomo to see the first of four sites 
the Bicentennial Train will visit this fall. Three cars with displays will 
be shown the three days.  Many volunteers are still needed to assist 
with the big event.  If you are interested in helping contact the Canal 
Center at (765) 564-2870. 

 

New (Old) Building, New Exhibit 
For Canal Park 

 
The M-W-F crew of volunteers begin another building project in 
Canal Park. This is the foundation layout for a “Loom House” in the 
Village near the Fouts House (background). The new site will 
become home for the Burrows Log House we removed log by log 
from Jim Mullin’s farm late last spring. 
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Your financial partnership 
restores and preserves a 
rare, important piece of 
early American history and 
provides hands-on learning 
opportunities for people of 
all ages. 
 

JOIN TODAY!> 

 

VOLUNTEER 

 

 
Some of our regular 
volunteers recently repaired 
some vandalism damage to 
our Guard Lock gates at the 
back of Canal Park. 
 
Come join us! We have 
many volunteer 
opportunities to suit your 
skills and time!  

Find out more>  
 

 

 
Here the M-W-F crew lays the stone foundation for the Loom House. 

 
The Burrows Loom House will require some replacement logs, and 
these were secured quite awhile ago from a pile of canal-era lock 
timbers that were housed in New Haven, Indiana.  Rollin Graybill and 
his portable sawmill help size the old canal timbers to make the 
replacement logs. 
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RENT BIKES & 
BOATS HERE! 

 

 
Noble Bikes at the Canal 
offers bikes, kayaks and 
paddleboats for rent to 
enhance your fun at Canal 
Park. Find them at the dock-
side ticket booth and bank 
barn, right here in Canal 
Park. We do bike tune-ups, 
too! 
 
Now that summer is winding 
down, weekend hours after 
Labor Day are by 
appointment or chance only.  

 

 

 
These timbers from the Granauer Lock in Allen County had been part 
of the Wabash & Erie Canal placed in the ground in 1838.  They 
were removed and treated so that they could be used in the State 
Museum but were later rejected because they would have taken too 
much floor space to display. Of course we were glad to obtain them 
from the New Haven Area Historical Society for part of our log walls. 

 
Master woodworker Clay Sledd makes a drawing of a railroad station 
cart, which will be a new exhibit and another part of our Total Canal 
Experience.  Clay is well versed about railroad structures from his 
vast array of books pertaining to such facilities and structures. 

http://noblebikes.net/
http://noblebikes.net/


 
Parts start coming together in Clay’s shop. Here he is finishing 
detailed mortise and tenon joints in oak. 

 
Ultimately the frame comes together in Clay’s shop with details 
remnant of the ones built for the various railroads back in the early 
twentieth century. More will be shown of this project in future 
enewsletters as the deck and standards are installed and all this 
mounted on the iron running gear.  Planks of beautiful kiln dried oak 
were donated recently by Cole Hardwoods in Logansport. 
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